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Austria stood outside it as a matter of course, and so also did
Baden, Wurtemberg, and Bavaria. On the other hand, the
bungling diplomacy of Napoleon III. had compelled the
last three of these states to conclude alliances with Prussia,
for mutual defence, while the North German Confederation
was still in the making (1866) ; and their economic depend-
ence upon Prussia was already bringing them to acquiesce
in Bismarck's schemes for their inclusion in a wider Zollverein
(1867). Further, the new Confederation was stronger than
the old in two essential points. First, the supremacy of
Prussia was assured. The King of Prussia was ex qfficio the
President of the League, supreme in military and foreign
affairs. The chief minister of the new Confederation, the
Chancellor, was chosen by the King of Prussia ; and Prussia
possessed votes enough in the Federal Council (Bundesmth)
to block any resolution of which she disapproved. Secondly,
the new Confederation was no mere league (Staateribund]
but a federal state (Bundesstaat); and the supremacy of the
federal government over those of the constituent states
was justified by the formation of a federal representative
(Reichstag) which voiced the popular will. Events were to
prove that Prussia could dominate the Reichstag as effect-
ively as the Bundesrath.

This was far from being the Einheitsstaat which Treitschke
had desired. He accepted it with a better grace than might
have been expected, even prophesying that it would be
the basis of German political life for a generation. But
it is characteristic of his temper that he then proceeded to
tear away the veil of forms and conventions with which
Bismarck had disguised the real inferiority of Prussia's
eighteen allies. " A secession of the Confederates/' he said,
" is made practically impossible by their own impotence
as well as by the constitution of the Confederation/'1 " The
comfortable existence of the small states is swept away once
and for all; only their taxes and their ridiculousness remain.
. . . When the inhabitants of Thuringia and Saxony dis-

1 Deutsche Kdmpfe, i. p. 213.